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unravel them, but they may not cut them. And on the Sabbath they may 
loosen and untie but may not unravel or cut them. And in the case of 
utensils on the Sabbath it is permitted, and it goes without saying, on 
the festival. If a cistern is covered with a cover which is tied down, one 
may untie the knot. This in the sages’ view is not tantamount to an act 
of destruction] [T. Y. T. 3:12]. 


XXXV. YERUSHALMI Besan 4:4 


[ON A FESTIVAL DAY] THEY DO NOT HOLLOW OUT [A LUMP OF CLAY TO MAKE] A 


LAMP, BECAUSE ONE THEREBY MAKES A UTENSIL. AND ONE DOES NOT MAKE 
CHARCOAL [ON A FESTIVAL DAY]. AND THEY DO NOT CHOP A WICK INTO TWO. 
R. JUDAH says, “CONE SEVERS IT WITH A FLAME [BETWEEN TWO LAMPS].”” 


I:1: It has been taught: As to sealed stew-pots, if one made them on 
the eve of the festival. he should not break; them open on the festival 
because it is as if on the festival day itself he prepares a utensil fur use 
[T. 3:1 3C]. There we have learned: As to Ironian stew pots, they are 
insusceptible to uncleanness when located in the tent of a corpse, but 
they are susceptible to uncleanness when carried by a Zab. R. Eleazar 
bar Sadoq says, “Also, when they are carried by a Zab, they are 
insusceptible to uncleanness [and remain clean], for the process of 
manufacturing them is not yet complete until they are cracked 

open” [M. Ed. 2:5H-L]. [In line with M. 4:4A-B, the still sealed stew 
pot is not yet a utensil; in Eliezer’s view that is the fact as well. 
Consequently, we ask:] The opinion of an individual here accords with 
the anonymous [and therefore collective] view there, and the opinion 
of an individual there [Eleazar’s] accords with the collective opinion 
here. 


1:2: Ba in the name of R. Judah: “As to a log [that is burning], one 
puts it near a wall so that it will not be consumed [and it will go out 
by, itself against the wall].” It has been taught: They do not extinguish 
a log in order to save it. But if it is so as not to allow the house to fill 
up with smoke, or so that it will not burn what is cooking in the pot, it 
is permitted [to do so] [T. Y. T. 3:13]. 


I:3: Three rules were stated with reference to a wick, three on the strict 
side, and three on the lenient side: on a festival day they do not make it 
to begin with, and they do not singe it with fire, and they do not chop it 
into two [M. 4:4D]. These are the three on the lenient side: they soak it 
in oil, rub it by hand, and cut it with fire when it is in two lamps [M. 
4:4E] [T. Y.T. 3:21]. 


